
 Jemmie Adams 
Running With No Feet – Parts 1 & 2 

Self-Published by Midnight Publishing, 2010 
 
In Running With No Feet, Steve Birdoff's world changed the 

second he discovered that he worked for a 
powerful sociopath. He soon finds himself 
scrambling to protect what is left of his family 
while forging alliances and rediscovering his 
humanity along the way. Now with Part 2, the 
episodic adventure becomes complete. Author 
by Jemmie Adams also demonstrates his 
caring by designating part of the book 
proceeds to be donated to search for a cure in 

autism and breast cancer research.  

 
 

Sylvie Bayeux / Loannis Tziligakis 
Medea: A Dance Performance with Narration 

Dancer / Actor 
 
Originally from Chile, Sylvia Baeza is a multicultural and 

multifaceted artist who brings her keen synthetic 
power to her theatrical work, both as director, 
choreographer, and playwright. She has a Ph.D in 
Theater from Southern Illinois University, with 
choreography studies at Mills College and dance 
training with Alonzo Kings Lines Ballet and Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater. .  She has taught 
theater and dance at various colleges in the Bay 
Area and abroad, directing and choreographing in 

and outside of the academia, and creating performance pieces in 
collaboration with musicians and composers. She is currently 
collaborating with Loannis Tziligakis, a Greek theater artist in 
the staging of a dance/theater version of Medea, addressing the 
universal themes of love, betrayal and revenge.  

Mark Baird 
The Idiom Magazine & Idiom Anthologies 

Self-Published by Piscataway House Publications, 2013 
 
Mark Baird is a graduate student at William Paterson University 

who began writing while getting his 
undergraduate degree in English at Richard 
Stockton College. In an attempt to get more 
involved with the writing community, he 
began making a homemade publication, The 
Idiom Magazine, of his and others’ poetry that 
he distributed for free at readings. Turning his 
magazines into actual books set the stage for 
establishing Piscataway House Publications. 
Idiom Anthologies is a collection of haiku and 

other things. (www.theidiommag.com) 

 
Ralph W. Baker, Jr. 
Shock Exchange: How Inner-City Kids from 

Brooklyn Predicted the Great Recession and the Pain 

Ahead 

Self-Published by the New York Shock Exchange 
 
Ralph W. Baker, Jr. has a strong “desire to inform the public 

about very serious subject matters.” He does 
that in his book, Shock Exchange: How Inner-
City Kids from Brooklyn Predicted the Great 
Recession and the Pain Ahead, which was 
recommended by Library Journal, one of the 
four top pre-publication U.S. book reviewers. 
Shock Exchange received Honorable Mention 
for general non-fiction at the 2013 New York 
Book Festival. Mr. Baker possesses a B.A. in 

economics and an M.B.A, and has over 15 years of experience in 
corporate finance and mergers & acquisitions, and now is the 
Executive Director of the New York Shock Exchange, a 
financial literacy program for youth.  



 
Theresa Borrellli 

Why is Jamie Different? 
Self-Published by PublishAmerica, 2012 
 
Theresa Borrelli has appeared on stage and at poetry open-mic 

events throughout New Jersey, New York and 
Virginia. She was a featured poet in several 
Barnes & Noble authors’ readings, hosted 
open mics, and has been a motivational 
speaker to youth, regarding living a full life 
when having Tourette Syndrome. In Why is 
Jamie Different? Theresa Borrelli transcends 
storytelling and embarks on an inspirational 
journey, one where we need to give respect in 
order to get respect, which teaches children 

acceptance of others. “[I want everyone to know that,] yes, it is 
OK to be different, because we all are in some way.”  

 

Cherese Bracey 
Children’s: Story Time Friends & 
The Case of the Withering Books  
Self-Published by Xlibris, 2009 & 2010 
 
Cherese Bracey is a devout Christian, early childhood educator, 

entrepreneur & author. Together 
with her brother and husband, 
she began a small family based 
company, Morris & Bracey 
Entertainment that is geared 
toward children’s entertainment, 

spiritual novels, and community outreach. During her childhood, 
she would use books as a comfort tool through stressful times 
and has used this example in her life, which has since given birth 
to early literacy advocates Reesie Reader & Bookie. Story Book 
Friends introduces children to Reesie Reader, a young girl who 
loves to read and Bookie the king of book world. 

 
Elijah M. Brown 
In Two Weeks 
Self-Published by Let It Flow Publishing, 2013 
 
Elijah M. Brown, a best-selling author and publisher, is proud to 

release his third compilation of poetry, 
In Two Weeks. Elijah hopes, by the 
time you finish reading his poetry, you 
will notice what you should 
appreciate, because it can definitely 
change…In Two Weeks. His newest 
poetry speaks of his journey, stumbles 
and observations into manhood. Elijah 
knows he wouldn’t be who he is if it 

wasn’t because of his fiancé and daughter. “I'm currently 
working on 3 children books. I call myself the Black Dr. Seuss 
because of the rhyme and meter. My message is to bring families 
close, for parents to read to their children, and vice versa.”  

 
Saideh Browne 
Life Remixed: Understanding the Journey of Success 

Published by GS Publishing Group & Semaj Publishing, 2012 
 
Saideh Browne is a professional life coach, author and 

television/radio personality. Her passion for 
discovery and meaningful living provides 
consumers and readers with ideas, places and 
things to inspire, demystify successful living. 
With an emphasis on personal growth and 
enlightenment, her message offers innovative 
solutions to the challenges of living well. 
Saideh chairs the Development Committee 
for Horizon's Family Success Center and 
from 2009-2013 served as member of the 

Board of Trustees (including three years as Vice President) of 
Horizon Health Center in New Jersey.  



Vincent Czyz 
Adrift in a Vanishing City 
Published / Available on Amazon.com 
 
Born in Orange, NJ, Vincent Czyz is a graduate of Rutgers-New 

Brunswick and Columbia University. He spent 
three years at the North Jersey Herald News in 
Passaic, NJ, as copyeditor, book reviewer, and 
feature writer. In 1991 and again in 1994 he 
won fellowships from the NJ Council on the 
Arts for excellence in prose writing. In 1994 he 
also won the Faulkner Prize for Short Fiction. 
His collection of short stories, Adrift in a 
Vanishing City, was released in 1998. He spent  

nearly a decade in Istanbul, Turkey before settling in Jersey City. 
The 2011 Capote Fellow in Fiction, his uncollected short stories 
have appeared in Shenandoah, AGNI, The Massachusetts 
Review, The Georgetown Review, Camera Obscura, Southern 
Indiana Review, Louisiana Literature, and Wasafiri. "The Moon 
has Fallen into a Well" was translated into Turkish and 
anthologized in 'Istanbul'da Kan Var' ('There is Blood in 
Istanbul'). This 2011 Capote Fellow in Fiction spent a total of 
nearly a decade in Istanbul, Turkey before settling in Jersey City. 

 
Debra A. Daly 

Romano Family Trilogy #2: The Marriage Proposal 
Self-Published by iUniverse, 2012 
 

“Once in a while, right in the middle of an 
ordinary Life, Love gives us a fairy tale.” 
Anonymous That luscious life lesson appears 
on the website of Debra A. Daly, author of the 
first book in the Romano Family Trilogy, 
Dream Come True. Debra’s presentation at the 
2012 book festival wow-ed the audience, so 
it’s great that her second book in that trilogy, 
The Marriage Proposal, is ready for reading!  

Joe Del Priore 
Plowed In 

Self-Published by Scribulations, LLC, 2013 
 
Joseph Del Priore has been influenced by such exalted authors 

as Donald Barthelme, Ray Bradbury, Rod 
Serling, Stephen King and the tour de force 
known as Monty Python, and describes his 
short stories as a “dark absurdist, satirical view 
of society.”  / In his own words, “After my first 
collection, Twilight People-Switchblade 
Stories, was published in 2010, my life 
changed dramatically. Once word got out that 
I possessed stories, strangers came to my home 

at all hours demanding I turn over my tales in exchange for 
money, goods or sex. I was accosted in the street by short story 
power brokers, black market privateers, and wealthy collectors, 
again, pleading for negotiations leading to the surrender of my 
stories.” Listen to Joe’s storytelling…as that quote attests, he’s 
creative, with a certain offbeat bent. 

 
Amy Evans 
Young Adult novel, Clicks 

Self-Published by Click Incorporated, 2013 
 
Amy Evans is a wife, mother, ocean lover and storyteller. She's 

created multi-platform mobile apps, social 
media games, and interactive story worlds for 
HIPnTASTY, a company she co-founded in 
2001. Amy has designed and launched many 
transmedia and mobile applications including 
Mobile Hunt, a location based scavenger hunt 
that took place  in twelve cities for 
Lollapalooza, Name That Ringtone with BMI 
Music and Ringtone Trivia for Rogers AT&T. 

She serves an Advisor to Immersedition and a host of the 
NAlitchat on Twitter. Clicks is her debut novel.  



Elliott Fant 
The Execution of Revolution  
Self-Published by Let It Flow Publishing, 2012 
 
Newark-native Elliott Fant was raised at different points of his 

childhood by both his maternal and paternal 
grandmothers. He grew up in East Orange, NJ 
and Hoboken, NJ. In 2004 Elliott went to the 
U.S. Navy. Returning home, he enrolled in 
Kean University in 2006. It is at Kean 
University that Elliott honed his talent for 
writing and developed a skill that he discovered 
as a child. Elliott loves sports, art, writing and 
music. He incorporates elements of music in 

his writing. Elliott experiments mostly with rhymed and open 
verse poetry. He released his first book of poetry, The Execution 
of Revolution, in April of 2012. The Long Way Home is his 
second collection of poetry. Elliott can be contacted at (908) 
397-3823, via email at futility25@yahoo.com , on Facebook 
under Elliott Fant or on Instagram under po_ME. 

 
Jacqueline Hallenbeck 
Poem-atic 
Self-Published by PublishAmerica, 2009 
 
Jacqueline Hallenbeck considers herself to be a Poet-in-Transit 

and is the author of Poem-atic, her first 
collection of poetry, which is a collection 
of poems in which word play is one of its 
main ingredients. “This book is comprised 
of small engaging poems. How about 
riding a poem all the way to South 
America? They were created while in the 

shower, while driving, at weddings, before going to sleep. They 
will amuse and entertain you. Read them out loud to your family 
and friends. Share them. Pass them on. I promise you, you will 
not be bored.” (Amazon.com) 

Steven Hart 
American Dictators: Frank Hague and Nucky 

Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political 
Machine 

Published by Rutgers University Press, 2013 
  
Steven Hart is a journalist and freelance writer whose writing 

credits include The New York Times and 
Salon.com. He appeared at the 2009 book 
festival, presenting The Last Three Miles, 
about construction of the Pulaski Skyway. 
American Dictators is the dual biography of 
two of America’s greatest political bosses: 
Frank Hague and Enoch “Nucky” Johnson. 
Packed with compelling information and 
written in an informal, sometimes humorous 

style, the book shows Hague and Johnson at the peak of their 
power and the strength of their political machines during the 
years of Prohibition and the Great Depression. 
 

Yvonne Hernandez 
3 Monologues: I Found a Lizard on the Beach /  
My Aunt and Uncle’s 50th Wedding Anniversary / 
It’s Not a Job 
Writer & Performer 
 
Returning to Tales of Our Cities 2012Tales of Our Cities 2012Tales of Our Cities 2012Tales of Our Cities 2012, Yvonne Hernandez is an 

actress, comedian and poet, with 
monologue performance her true heart. 
She has performed in several of Eve 
Ensler’s plays, including The Vagina 
Monologues at The Theatre Co. in 
Hoboken, and A Memory, A 
Monologue, A Rant and A Prayer at 

the Baird Theater in South Orange, and has headlined at the 
famous Nuyorican Café in New York City. Her One Woman 
Shows are chock-full of characters that leave you laughing and 
crying at everyday life.  



Jamal Tyson Hinnant 

Spoken Word Poetry 
Author & Performer 
 
Jamal Tyson Hinnant is a multi-talented international artist and 

educator, and Executive Director of Youth 
Poets International, a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to teaching youth. Over 
the last decade, he has performed  in over 35 
cities nationally, and internationally, appearing 
on MTV, PBS, MSG, UPN, and local TV and 
radio. Most recent project: Co-author/producer 
and actor of the two-man stage play, manUP, 
which was presented at the Miller Branch. 

Through his poet alter-ego, J SKILLZ, Jamal has performed at 
many colleges and other educational institutions, a major fan 
base, at the McDonalds Gospel fest in 2010, and at a short, five-
minute set at the IMPROV Comedy Club in NYC. 

 
Craig Howard 

Plumster Bunny 2: Bullies in Plumsterville 
Self-Published by Midnight Publishing, LLC, 2013 
 
Craig Howard learned early on that perseverence, coupled with 

a strong education, would be the path to a 
productive life. A notoriously poor math 
student, Craig overcame that to develop a 
20-year career on Wall Street, starting on 
the floor of the American Stock Exchange, 
moving on to First New York Securities, 
and finally ending up at Perceptive Capital, 
a biotech hedge fund. Craig compensated 
for his lack of a four-year degree and stood 

out amongst other Traders. After retiring in 2006, Craig sought a 
way to share his knowledge with youth, and be a ‘goal model’. 
In March 2011, the PLUMSTER BUNNY project was born.  

 

Donald L. Jones  
The Elitist 
Self-Published by Let It Flow Publishing, 2013 
 
Newark-native Donald L. Jones has dedicated his life to the 

learning disabled with an interest in 
engineering. Donald is a prolific author, poet 
and emcee, and a bright young star in the 
STEM field by teaching, tutoring and 
mentoring youth, and others. Studies at Ohio 
State and NJIT led to his active membership in 
the National Society of Black Engineers and 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. The Elitist takes 
you into the lives of six African-American 

students at the prestigious Buck State University, a football jock 
school in Ohio. As they go through life’s hardship and struggles 
to claim the ultimate prize – elite football status and an easy life 
– they find Buck State is more than what they bargain for.  

 
Jeremiah Kleckner 

Captain James Hook & the Curse of Peter Pan 
Self-Published by co-authors, Jeremiah Kleckner &  
Jeremy Marshall, 2012 
 
“You are a curse, Peter Pan,” Hook says, drawing nearer. “Your 

carelessness has ruined countless lives. 
Everything you touch turns to madness and 
that madness must end.” This prequel to the 
iconic novel, Peter Pan, written by J. M. 
Barrie, tells the life of the man who becomes 
the symbol for piracy around the world. 
Jeremiah Kleckner, M.S.Ed., is a Language 
Arts teacher at the Samuel E. Shull Middle 
School in Perth Amboy, N.J. He also serves on 

the Board of Trustees at the Elysian Charter School in Hoboken. 
Jeremy Marshall works at a private special needs school in New 
Jersey, and has always had a love of writing. 



Cedric Knight 
Rap Artist, “Catch the Wave” & “MTY” 
Songwriter / Lyricist / Music Producer / Vocalist / Rapper / 
Perfomer / Screenwriter 
 
“Limited to a high school education, Cedric Knight was 

fortunate to have been introduced to various 
instruments such as the cello, the drums, 
violin, trumpet, and of course, the piano.   
Cedric will be performing his two original 
pieces of his family-oriented music, one a 
rap song, Catch the Wave, and the other, 
R&B, MTY. This multi-talented man writes 
rap that is about “living positive and not 
worrying about how people perceive you. I 

truly believe I’m a storyteller at heart and that translates to my 
music and screenwriting.”   

 
Carolyn Light 
Singer/Songwriter 

Perfomer / Vocals, Banjo 
 
Colorado-native Carolyn Light is inspired by fairy tales and 

folklore. Sometimes, her personal 
experiences penetrate those themes. 
“Many of my songs are inspired by the 
fairy tale, ‘East of the Sun, West of the 
Moon’.”  Recently Carolyn was heard 
with Patchwork Alchemy at Creative 
Grove in Downtown Jersey City, and she 
is Creative Coordinator at Art House 

Productions, Inc. Carolyn attended SUNY Purchase to pursue all 
facets of theatre. Graduating in 2009 with top honors for writing, 
directing and producing an original full length play, Carolyn 
earned the Jay Novick Award for Excellence in Drama Studies.   

Andrew Marks 
Singer/Songwriter 

Performer / Musician 
 
Andrew Marks is currently an undergraduate studying to be a 

Mechanical Engineering Technologist. 
Besides school, he plays music, having 
begun playing music when he was about 4 
years old, starting with the piano. By 12, 
Andrew started playing the drums. By the 
time he was a HS senior, it was the guitar. 
Pretty much throughout a majority of his 
young life (he’s 20), Andrew has been in 
multiple musical-related activities, including 

instrumental and choir ensembles. As for his musical inspiration, 
Andrew’s sources are many. His musical style is pretty much 
influenced by every band he listens to, which could range from 
Ok Go to Alkaline Trio to Blink182. Ideas for song concepts 
come from what Andrew thinks every artist writes from: life.  
 
Clarence V. Matthews 
School Days / Written with Deneen Matthews 
Self-Published by deeclare Publishing, 2013 
 
Clarence V. Matthews returns to the book festival after 

presenting his trilogy, Jacob’s Rites of 
Passage. This new book, School 
Days, is geared toward young 
children, for the purpose of getting 
children to read. “We take them to a 
place they have never been or seen, 
and never will, except through 
reading this book. This story is about 
a young boy in a the 1930s and 1940s, 
anxious to attend school. It shows how 

it was then for children of families from humble beginnings, with 
pictures showing how it was then.”  



Valerie A. Mitchell 
Emotional Rollercoaster: A Depicted Mind 

Self-Published, 2011 / Available through Author 
 
Valerie Angelina Mitchell was born on April 15th in Jersey City. 

The oldest of five children, and only girl, 
Valerie earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology from Rutgers University and a 
Masters in Psychology and Education from 
Teachers College, Columbia University. A 
forever-student who loves lifelong learning, 
Valerie considers herself to be a teacher, 
before her degrees’ codifying it. Her natural 
ability to write poetry blossomed in adulthood 

when she wrote her poem, Home. Her work represents life’s 
challenges and humankind’s purpose of being. Valerie aims 
towards being the voice for the unspoken.  

 
Joe Montaperto 

The Edge of Whiteness 

Self-Published by CreateSpace, 2011 
 
“In my memoir, The Edge of Whiteness, I write about my 

experiences growing up Italian-American (and 
looking Puerto Rican!) during racial integration 
of my Roselle, New Jersey high school during the 
early 1970s.” Part A Bronx Tale, part a bizarre 
The Razors Edge, and part 70s movie, Coolie 
High, this memoir by Joe Montaperto is a quirky 
coming of age story, but also a humorous, edgy 
social commentary on one community's reaction 

to the relentless march of change. It is 1969 and Brooklyn is 
smoldering in the aftermath of the recent volatile race riots. The 
family of young Joey Montaperto flees their beloved Italian 
neighborhood for a New Jersey suburb so painfully white that it 
makes the TV show, My Three Sons, seem exotic.  

 

Bill O’Dea 
The Legacy of Haguesville 
Self-Published by AuthorHouse, 2013 
  
Like those he writes about, Bill O’Dea is a force of nature – 

representing Jersey City’s West Side. The 
Legacy of Haguesville is a satirical look at the 
rough and tumble world of local government, 
politics and the inner workings of campaigns 
as seen through a mythical election in 2002 for 
a N.J. Congressional seat. Known for a 
questioning mind and an ability to get things 
done, O’Dea was elected freeholder by one 
vote in a hotly contested election amongst 

county committee people to fill the unexpired term of Freeholder 
Henry “Hank” Gallo, who died unexpectedly in September 1997. 
In November 1998, this Jersey City-native and graduate of St. 
Peter’s Prep roundly defended his seat. Now in his third full 
term, O’Dea knows that politics can be theater. However, he 
takes his politics very seriously, having been executive director 
of both the Hudson County and Jersey City Democratic parties.  
 

Javier Orellana 
Singer/Songwriter 
Performer / Vocals, Guitar / www.eraserewindmusic.com  
  
Javier Orellana performed at the 2012 book festival, which 

expanded the concept of 
presenting authors into 
Writers Who Perform. After 
playing in bands for over 10 
years, he wanted to try 
something new to him. Thus, 
erase:rewind was born. 
Primarily an acoustic project, 
Javier wanted to break things 
down to the bare minimum 

and explore a more personal songwriting style.  



Jane F. Pedler 
Middle grade/Young Adult: The Rainbow Well 

Self-Published, 2013 / Available through Author 
 
“ My writing is fueled by a fascination for the lives of those who 

lived in the 19th century. I feel a great urgency 
to ‘tell their stories’, even though, to the best 
of my knowledge these stories are fictional. I 
say, ‘to the best of my knowledge’ because my 
characters seem ‘so real’ to me that I often 
feel they did once ‘really live’. Inspiration 
comes from my ever-expanding tintype and 
100-year-old photograph collection. The faces 

of those ‘now unknown’ people become the faces of my 
characters.” Jane Pedler’s tale, The Rainbow Well, begins in 
South Street Seaport, New York City, over 100 years ago, and 
includes travel on a clipper ship to far-off lands, shipwreck, and 
“piracy on the high seas,” all told from the perspective of a cabin 
boy, who, for his own survival, conceals a potentially 
devastating secret.  

 
Hank Quense 
Falstaff’s Big Gamble 
Published by Strange Worlds Publishing, 2012 
 
“Quense puts classic Shakespeare characters in a fantastical 

world, with humorous results. Several 
memorable Shakespeare characters appear in 
his fantasy novel, which takes familiar 
tragedies and turns them into comedies, i.e., 
Othello becomes a dark elf overwhelmed by his 
new job as a Homeland Security bureaucrat, yet 
Falstaff stays most true as a fat, greedy 
trickster. The Shakespearean similarities nearly 
end there, with some exceptions that readers 

will appreciate. A quirky spin on Shakespeare combined with a 
funny fantasy/adventure tale.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

Tameka S. Raines, a.k.a., Earth 
I Am Poetry 
Self-Published by Vox Pop, Inc., 2009 / Through Author 
 
Tameka S. Raines received her B.A. in English with a 

concentration in Creative Writing from New 
Jersey City University. She is also a well 
renowned poet/spoken word artist and author. 
She has blessed the stages of NJ, NYC and 
Boston, including Harlem Fusion, NJCU’s 
Chi Alpha Epsilon Induction Ceremony and 
NYC’s Youth to Youth Artistic Fundraiser. 
Her first self-published book, I Am Poetry, 

which debuted in 2009, remains a request of many. Tameka has 
also served in the capacity of a guest speaker and presenter at the 
HCCC (2009-2011) Humanities 101: Cultures and Values 
Course, and NJCU (2007-2011). This Jersey City native’s gift of 
articulation, combined with the radiant light her spirit exudes, 
guarantees the success of her endeavor, W.A.M. We Are More.   
 

Lara Saguisag 
Children’s: Cat Eyes & Children of Two Seasons 
Published by Lampara Books, 2006 & Anvil Publishing, 2007 
 
Lara Saguisag presents books published in the Philippines. One, 

Children of Two Seasons: Poems for 
Young People, received the New 
School Writing Program Chapbook 
Award. “I explore my memories of 
growing up in the Philippines and to 

my experiences of settling in the U.S.” Appointed as an English 
Assistant Professor, CUNY, College of Staten Island, Lara 
teaches courses in children's and adolescent literature. She 
earned her Ph.D. in May in the first graduating class of Rutgers, 
Camden's highly regarded doctoral program in Childhood 
Studies. Her articles on children's literature and comics have 
appeared in The International Journal of Comic Art, Children's 
Literature Association Quarterly and The Horn Book. 



Rick Stromoski 
Creator, comic strip: Soup to Nutz 
Distributed by United Feature Syndicate 
 
Rick Stromoski is the seventh in a family of 12 children. 

Growing up in such a large family has given him 
an especially developed sense of humor that he has 
expressed through drawing from the moment he 
could pick up a pencil. A self-taught cartoonist and 
humorous illustrator, his work has appeared in 
national magazines, children’s and humor books, 

newspapers, licensed products, national advertising and network 
television. Stromoski’s greeting cards have become best-sellers 
for several major companies. He has won four Louie Awards for 
outstanding greeting card design. He has been nominated for his 

illustration work by the National Cartoonists Society (NCS) 12 
times and was awarded the Reuben division award for best 
greeting cards in 1995 and 1998, and for magazine gag cartoons 
in 1999. An NCS board member since 1997, he was elected 
president in 2005. The first Soup to Nutz compilation book,  
Soup to Nutz: The First Course, was published by Andrews 
McMeel in 2003. Stromoski has illustrated books for many 
publishers including Macmillan, Workman and Random House.  
 

Ramon Terry 
Defined Mental State 
Self-Published by Semaj Publishing, 2012 
 
Born in 1980, Ramon Terry would say that year began the best 
days of his life. He was raised in a single-parent home, along 

with three sisters and one brother. As a child he witnessed many 
ups and downs, and downplayed what living in 
an urban society can have on an individual. He 
would later use sports as a way to keep him 
from what plagues the streets. By age 13 he 
discovered the art of poetry and how much he 
really enjoyed writing, and as he aged, he 
understood writing’s benefits, both mentally and 
emotionally. He found it to be an escape route 
from many of the problems he would face day 

to day. He strives for the best, accepts criticism and never 
lessens his actions or reactions for the enjoyment of others.  
 

Luther Wright 
A Perfect Fit / with Karen Hunter 
Published by Gallery Books/Karen Hunter Publishing, 2010 
 
Luther Wright had the life hoop dreams are made of. A first-

round NBA draft pick for the Utah Jazz, he was 
a rookie on a team with basketball legends Karl 
Malone and John Stockton. He had money, 
women, cars, and a luxurious bachelor pad 
overlooking Salt Lake City. But within a year, 
ravaged by drugs and unable to cope with life as 
an NBA star, he was homeless, broke and 
addicted to crack cocaine. Wright never wanted 

to play basketball, yet standing more than seven feet tall even as 
a boy, he thought he had no choice. In this heartrending memoir, 
he writes candidly about the self-destructive spiral he found 
himself on after neglecting his passions to pursue the dreams of 
others. After years of living on the streets, he finally found a gift 
greater than anything his millions could have bought him—God. 
Today, Wright offers a simple message: believe in yourself, 
follow your dreams, and only then will you find your Perfect Fit. 
(Gallery Books/Karen Hunter Publishing) “I wrote my book to 
inspire others to change and make better choices in life.”  
(Luther Wright) / Karen Hunter is a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist, a celebrated radio talk-show host, and author of 
numerous New York Times bestsellers. 


